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Ashley Speyer ’09 had witnessed abject poverty in India, China, and 
Brazil, so she thought she knew what to expect when she signed on for a service trip 
to the East African country of Tanzania during the summer of 2007. She was wrong. 
What she saw, felt, and experienced inspired her beyond anything she had felt before 
to take action and make a deep commitment to the people of the small, remote village 
of Moivaro. 
	 On a trip organized by Cross Cultural Solutions, a group that arranges service op-
portunities for young adults in developing countries, Ashley and her mother, Mary 
Speyer, volunteered in Moivaro’s tiny school—a school that the village women had 
created in part to prevent children—even children as young as five years old—from 
abusing drugs. 
	 “The school was just a wooden shack with dirt floors, with no electricity, no 
plumbing, no materials, just a couple of benches they took from the church next 
door,” Ashley recounts. 
	 Every day for three weeks, Ashley and her mother sang songs with the school-
children, taught them the alphabet, and helped them make hand puppets out of 

By Samantha Sonju 
Assistant Director of Publications

(ABOVE) Ashley Speyer ’09 and the chil-
dren of Moivaro village in Tanzania.
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clothespins. Ashley spent her after-
school hours talking with teachers and 
visiting with students and their families, 
getting to know them and their concerns. 
While the villagers were optimistic, 
Ashley and her mother clearly saw that the 
conditions in the school were simply not 
conducive to effective learning. Ashley 
knew she needed to do something. 
	 “When you develop meaningful re-
lationships, and then you have an oppor-
tunity to help, you feel a great sense of 
responsibility to follow through. I want-
ed to do all I could to help these people,” 
Ashley said. 
	 The answer came when Ashley 
met Mr. Thompson Akyoo, a native of 
a nearby village and the security guard 
for the Cross Cultural Solutions office in 
Moivaro. Mr. Akyoo invited Ashley and 

her mother to visit his village to see the 
schools he had built with funds from a 
charitable grant. With these two modern 
schoolhouses as her model, Ashley re-
solved to build a new school in Moivaro.
	 Mr. Akyoo agreed to coordinate the 
construction process, while Ashley re-
turned to the District to raise the funds. 
She met with a lawyer and formed a 
non-profit organization that she named 
Bricks + Books = Foundation for Learning 
in Tanzania. Drawing on her mother’s 
fundraising expertise, Ashley executed a 
campaign soliciting funds for construc-
tion by sending letters and spreading 
news of her initiative through word of 
mouth. With the help of families from 
Sidwell Friends and many others, the 
Bricks and Books campaign reached its 
goal of $25,000 in March 2008, just three 

months after it began. 
	 Meanwhile, construction began in 
January 2008. The old school was demol-
ished to make way for the new one. As the 
funds were raised, Ashley wired money to 
Mr. Akyoo in Tanzania and received reg-
ular progress reports. The construction 
of the newly named Moivaro Foundation 
School was completed in June, with class-
room space for about 75 children. Eager 
to see the results of her campaign, Ashley 
returned to Moivaro this past summer 
with her mother to help with the finish-
ing touches.
	 With the building phase of the proj-
ect behind them, Ashley and her mother 
were concerned about how the villagers 
were going to find the money to keep 
the school open. Here, Ashley says she 
learned a valuable lesson. She came to 
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(FAR LEFT) Ashley and her mother, Mary 
Speyer, returned to Moivaro last sum-
mer to help finish the work for the new 
schoolhouse. (BELOW) The children of the 
village gather with Ashley and friends 
to celebrate the opening of the Moivaro 
Foundation School.

Old school house.
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understand the importance of stepping 
back to allow the women to develop their 
own solutions to ensure the school’s 
long-term success. The village wom-
en determined that the most effective 
means of raising revenue would be to rent 
two store fronts and open a beauty salon 
and a small grocery store. All proceeds 
would be used to support and maintain 
the school. They also instituted a $2 per 
month tuition for the families that could 
afford to pay.
 	 The Moivaro Foundation School 

is a source of pride for Ashley. Though 
Spartan by Western standards, the school 
boasts three toilets, windows, murals, a 
chalkboard, desks, and enough materi-
als for each student. Ashley reports that 
the students are inspired by their new 
surroundings. She says that many have 
declared their intentions to become 
teachers and doctors—one young girl is 
determined to find a cure for AIDS.
	 The success of the Moivaro 
Foundation School is only the beginning 
of Ashley’s commitment to the people of 

Cheerful walls, colorful furniture, beautiful windows, and new 
school supplies make the Moivaro school a better place for 
learning.

Tanzania. Through her Web site, www.
BricksandBooks.org, she has begun to 
raise funds for another Tanzanian school 
project and intends to support the con-
struction of more. She also hopes to start 
her own program in Moivaro similar to 
Cross Cultural Solutions, which recently 
closed its Moivaro branch. Meanwhile, 
when she is not in class or otherwise im-
mersed in her life as a high school senior, 
Ashley is busy learning Swahili with a 
private tutor and says that yes, she would 
love to live in Africa some day. 

COVER STORIES

Ashley says that many students have declared their 
intentions to become teachers and doctors—one 
young girl is determined to find a cure for AIDS.


